
Recommended Reading books for Year 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q. Rauf  
 
'There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now a new boy called Ahmet is 
sitting in it. He's a refugee who's run away from a War. A real one. With bombs and fires and 
bullies that hurt people. And the more I find out about him, the more I want to help ... 
 
That's where my best friends Josie, Michael and Tom come in. Because you see, together 
we've come up with a plan...'  
 
Told with heart and humour, The Boy at the Back of the Class is a child's perspective on the 
refugee crisis, highlighting the importance of friendship and kindness in a world that doesn't 
always make sense.  
 
 
The Silver Sword by Ian Serraillier  
THE SILVER SWORD is an unforgettable World War II survival story. 
The silver sword became the symbol of hope and courage which kept the Balicki 
children and their orphan friend Jan alive through the four years of occupation when 
they had to fend for themselves. And afterwards it inspired them to keep going on 
the exhausting and dangerous journey from war-torn Poland to Switzerland, where 
they hoped to find their parents. 
Based on true accounts, this is a moving story of life during and after the Second 
World War.  
 
 
 
The Wizards of Once by Cressida Cowell 
This is the story of a young boy Wizard and a young girl Warrior who have 
been taught since birth to hate each other like poison; and the thrilling tale of 
what happens when their two worlds collide. 
 
Perfect for boys and girls who love fantasy adventure...  
 
Winner of the Blue Peter Book Award  
 
 
 
Rooftops by Kathine Rundell 
Everyone tells Sophie that she was orphaned in a shipwreck – found floating 
in a cello case on the English Channel on her first birthday. But Sophie is 
convinced her mother also survived.  
 
Hopeful, inspiring and thrilling in equal measure, this is a classic adventure 
story about pursuing your dreams and never ignoring a possible.  
 

https://uk.bookshop.org/search?keywords=Onjali+Q.+Rauf
https://uk.bookshop.org/search?keywords=Ian+Serraillier


WINNER OF THE WATERSTONE'S CHILDREN'S BOOK PRIZE  

 
 
 
Holes by Louis Sachar 
Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so when a miscarriage of justice 
sends him to Camp Green Lake Juvenile Detention Centre (which isn't green and 
doesn't have a lake), it's not exactly a surprise. 
 
Every day he and the other inmates are told to dig a hole each, five foot wide by five 
foot deep, reporting anything they find. Why? The evil warden claims that it builds 
character, but this is a lie. It's up to Stanley to dig up the truth.  
 
The iconic, multi-million bestselling novel. An unmissable modern classic.  
 
 
The Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks 
The Indian in the Cupboard is the first of five gripping books about Omri and his plastic 
North American Indian – Little Bull – who comes alive when Omri puts him in a 
cupboard. 

For Omri, it is a dream come true when the plastic American Indian he locks into the 
old cupboard comes to life. Little Bull is everything an Indian brave should be – proud, 
fearless and defiant. 

But being in charge of a real, live, human being is a heavy responsibility, as Omri soon 
discovers. And when his best friend, Patrick, is let in on the secret, he soon realises 
that life-changing decisions lie ahead. 
 
 
Skellig by David Almond 
The bestselling story about love, loss and hope that launched David Almond as one of 
the best children's writers of today. Winner of the Carnegie Medal and the Whitbread 
children's book of the Year Award. 
 
When a move to a new house coincides with his baby sister's illness, Michael's world 
seems suddenly lonely and uncertain. 
 
Then, one Sunday afternoon, he stumbles into the old, ramshackle garage of his new 
home, and finds something magical. A strange creature - part owl, part angel, a being 
who needs Michael's help if he is to survive. With his new friend Mina, Michael nourishes Skellig back to 
health, while his baby sister languishes in the hospital.   
 
 


